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Food for thought

A careful balance is needed

How do we make people feel welcome, valued and

able to contribute?......whilst making sure we are

not intrusive, insensitive or so direct that we send
them running!

Maybe you could try
out a job before
committing to doing ik
full-time

Mavbe you could
offer to welcome
people, produce a
welcome pack,
update our
noticeboard
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In order to grow as a church we need to
establish where we are now.

How uelcoming is our church?

bt we do well? Uhat ww@n{aé

CHALLENGE:

What could you do ko make new people welcome ak
church?
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CHALLENGE:
What Fark will you

play in this
transformation as we

seek to grow our
church?
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Where next?

Time out to explore talents within the church
family and to identify ways to grow our church.

A summary of our church day, held on Saturday,
February 9th, 2019
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Why look to the future during a vacancy?

Changing leaders can be a challenging time; some will be relieved some
distressed. Although the transition involves hard work, some think it is a
time that presents real opportunity.

We want to GROW during the vacancy. Contrary to general trends our
numbers were up at Christmas and they are holding up for our weekly
services. However, we want to do better than just keep going.

During the vacancy we need to notice everyone who does things. A vacancy
that lasts longer than 6 months can get more challenging as time goes on.
Those with major roles get tired. Newer members may drift away.

Caring for each other means sharing roles but this means we also need to

communicate who is in charge of what. The PCC need to be thoroughly
involved.

Prayer is so vital. We should be trying to pray more regularly than usual.

Avacancy can be a good thing; it can result in good energy, good growth and
good preparation. Working together we should be ready and prepared to
support the new incumbent. For any new incumbent it is easier to take on a
church where things are happening. We should look to develop things during
the vacancy for our new incumbent to embrace.

Embracing the vacancy enthusiastically will, hopefully, bring the
whole church family together as a team. There are real
opportunities for people to step up. Areal sense of expectancy.
The body of Christ working together.

ANY XXk
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We can be proud of ourselves as
a church bodtj..

Vhit ),
Jobs e
¢ hegp

Well over 140 jobs are St irtny 2700 b

S

carried out each month
to keep our church
functioning and
enabling us to be a
positive presence in
Grayswood village

What are YOUR talents?

Romans Chl2 vsl-g

Christ Brings New Life

12 Dear friends. God is good. So I beg you o offer your bodies to him as a living sacrifice, pure and
pleasing. That's the most sensible way to serve God. 2 Don't be like the people of this world, but let
God change the way you think. Then you will know how to do everything that is good and pleasing to
him.

3 1 realize how kind God has been to me, and so 1 tell ach of you not 1o think you are better than you
really are. Use good sense and measure yourself by the amount of faith that God has given you. © A
body is made up of many parts, and each of them has its own use. © That's how it is with us. There are.
many of us, but we each are part of the body of Christ, as well as part of one another.

© God has also given each of us different gifls 10 use. If we can prophesy, we should do it according (o
the amount of faith we have. 7 If we can serve others, we should serve. If we can teach, we should
teach. © If we can encourage others, we should encourage them. If we can give, we should be
senerous. If we are leaders, we should do our best. If we are good 1 others, we should do it
cheerfully.

Interestingly, from am electoral roll of 104 folk, most
of the jobs are carried out by about 40 mdividuals
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When and how do people come to faith?

6% A programme such as Alpha, Christianity explored or
other discovery groups

8% A film, book, song etc. that made you think very deeply
about life

9% A Christian group for Students

10% A direct revelation, dream or miracle from God

15% Seeing God at work in my life

23% Secing God at work in other people's lives

25% Privately searching for God, reading the Bible ctc.

30% A youth club, camp or similar activity

37% Making a decision in response to a specific church event, mission or

sermon

43% The influence of Christian friends who shared their
faith

54% Growing up in a Christian family or church environment

What can we

‘The age at which 1242 people became
pidmisks remember about the
first time we went to

church?
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1 Corinthians Ch12 vs12-30

12 The body of Christ has many different parts, just as any other body does. ** Some of us are Jews,
and others are Gentiles. Some of us are slaves, and others are free. But God's Spirit baptized cach of
us and made us part of the body of Christ. Now we each drink from that same Spirit

14 Our bodies don’t have just one part. They have many parts. 'S Suppose a foot says, “I'm not a
hand. and so I'm not part of the body.” Wouldn’t the foot still belong to the body? '® Or suppose an

e, and so I'm not part of the body.” Wouldn't the car still belong 1o the body?
17 If our bodies were only an ey, we couldn't hear a thing. And if they were only an ear, we couldn’t

ear says, “I'm not an

smell a thing. ' But God has put all parts of our body together in the way that he decided s best.

19 Abody isn'treally a body, unless there is more than one part. 2° It takes many parts to make a
single body. 2 That's why the eyes cannot say they don't need the hands. That's also why the head
cannot say it doesn’t need the feet. 22 In fact, we cannot get along withou the parts of the body that
seem to be the weakest. 22 We take special care to dress up some parts of our bodies. We are modest
about our personal parts, 24 but we don’t have to be modest about other parts.

God put our bodies together in such a way that even the parts that seem the least important are
valuable. 7 He did this o make all parts of the body work together smoothly, with each part c:

about the others. 2% 1f one part of our body hurts, we hurtall over. If one part of our body is honored,
the whole body will be happy.

27 Together you are the body of Christ. Each one of you is part of his body. 2 First, God chose some
people to be apostles and prophets and teachers for the church. But he also chose some to work
miracles or heal the sick or help others or be leaders or speak different kinds of languages. 2% Not

everyone is an apostle. Not everyone is a prophet. Not everyone is a teacher. Not everyone can work

miracles. 30 Not everyone can heal the sick. Not everyone can speak different kinds of languages. Not
everyone can tell what these languages mean. 31 I want you o desire the best gifts. So 1 will show

you amuch better way





